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“Here they come!” Tirson shouted from the crow’s nest.

“Ok everyone, you know what to do” Ayden said to the sailors, who were garbed 
from head to toe in silver body armor and chain mail. Sakura stood by Ayden, Bane at the 
ready.



“Do you think the twins will be all right?” Sakura asked Ayden in 

concern. Ayden turned towards where the twins were stationed and noticed that each of 

them had bows out, arrows strong on the strings.




“I’m certain they will be fine. I’ve never seen them in combat 

before, however, when we first met them; they were both skilled with bows and the 

blade.” Ayden said as he turned back towards the bow of the ship, towards the oncoming 

Carrack.

A Few Minutes Later






“Ok, twins, see if you can take care of the Pirates 

manning the harpoon gun” Ayden shouted over the din noise of the battle. Teya aimed his 

arrow and shot. The arrow flew through the air above the heads of the sailors of the 

Exodus and towards the Carrack.









Then, the arrow struck it’s target in the 

forehead. The Pirate fell down from the revolving harpoon gun and hit the wooden deck, 

dead. T’elar brought her arrow to bear on the Pirate that ran to man the harpoon gun, and 

shot. Her arrow, like her twin’s, hit her target in the forehead. The Pirates, like his 

predecessor, fell down to the wooden deck, dead.








The Pirates on the Carrack that were 

left, formed into four lines of ten men each. They notched their bows. 

Then, they aimed and fired in rapid succession at the Exodus.








“Here they come! Everyone! 
Duck and cover!” Captain Nezopena shouted to his men. The sailor ducked and 
scrambled for places to cover.









“Sakura, it is time for 
you to show your spiritual power.” Ayden said slowly. Sakura looked at him sharply, 
then nodded. Sakura clasped her hands together and closed her eyes, as if she was 
praying. Then, she concentrated with the back of her mind, on the tattoo-like symbol on 
her hand, the seal that Gabriel had branded her with, and on forming a bubble of energy 
around them.










      Suddenly, 

a blue glow surrounded her hands. A beam of blue energy shot into the air, then a bubble 

of blue energy formed around the ship. Ayden watched as the arrows rained down on the 

barrier and struck it. Each of the forty arrows impacted the barrier and disintegrated upon 

impact.
A Few Seconds Later

“Look at them! The Pirates don’t know what to do now. How pathetic!” T’elar said with 

a sneer.

“Perhaps they are, perhaps not. Do not judge them without you yourself being 
judged, T’elar. Sakura, I will head over to the Carrack myself. Keep the barrier up.” 
Ayden said as he unsheathed his two-handed long sword. Then, he ran and jumped off 

the ship, moving in a blur of motion, leaping over the gap with astonishing speed. He 
landed softly on the wooden deck of the Carrack, and turned to face the startled forty 
Pirates.


“Pirates, for all the evil you have caused on these seas, I will send you to 

Hell” Ayden said as he charged them, moving in a blur of motion, slashing this way and 

that. Suddenly, he stopped and stood still. The Pirates turned towards him and looked at 

him in puzzlement. Then, one by one, they fell down to the deck.Dead.
Chapter 2




Ayden stood by Captain Nezopena, and stared at the Carrack that 

he had captured.




“Mukoe, I have a request to make of you” Ayden said 

slowly. Captain Nezopena turned to him, intrigued.





“After seeing what you did today, I have realized 
now that the stories about you are true, Paladin of Light. Whatever your request is, I will 

be happy to grant it and make it happen” Mukoe said with a wane smile.






“This trip is taking far longer then we 

expected. The more we tarry, the more difficult it will be to defeat Ketral. Allow me and 
my companions to take that Carrack off your hands. With it, our journey will go twice as 
fast.” said Ayden.








“I’d let you have the Carrack, 

but you’ll need a four man crew to operate her. Not counting the Lady, you have a 

crew of three” stated Mukoe.









“Well, I’ve noticed one 

crewmember that isn’t advancing in rank; young Tirson. I could take him off your hands 

and when we reach the Carlkaveria Continent, I could put in a good word for him and 

have him transferred to the Royal Navy’s Flagship.” Ayden said.










Mukoe looked at him, 

thinking it over. He then paced back and forth by the tiller for what seemed like hours. 

Finally, he turned to him and spoke. 











“Sure, I’ll give 

you Tirson. The lad has taken a liking to you anyways. He’d be heartbroken if you didn’t 

take him with you.” Mukoe said with a smirk.
A Few Hours Later












“Let’s 

set sail.” Ayden said. Tirson nodded, then began to get the ship ready for departure. 

Ayden calmly walked over to where Sakura was standing on the deck.
“So Sakura, what do you think of our captured Carrack?” Ayden asked. Sakura smiled as 

she turned and looked at him.

“Well, since you captured it all by yourself and fought so heroically to defend us, 

yes, I like the Carrack. However, it still reeks of evil for some odd reason. The Pirates are 

all dead and there are no devices of evil aboard, so where is the evil aura I sense coming 

from? How will we defend ourselves if a ship of the Royal Navy attacks us?” Sakura 

asked earnestly.


“ I sense the evil as well. The evil presence surrounds Tirson for some 

reason. Perhaps he’s cursed or possessed by someone evil or is even in league with 
Ketral. As for defending from being attacked by the Royal Navy, that’s simple. When we 

are sailing, we keep this Carrack’s Carlkaveria Continent flag and the Dark Army flag 

flying. When we sail a couple horizons close to a ship of the Royal Navy, we fly either 

the flag of the Royal Navy, which Captain Nezopena gave me before we left or fly the 

flag of the Argadon clan, the flag of Aldean Royalty.” Ayden said simply.



“The flag of Aldean Royalty, huh? So, does that mean that you are 

the Prince of the Aldeans?” Sakura asked in curiosity. Ayden looked at her and sighed. 

He shook his head, resigned himself to his fate and spoke.





“No, I am the nephew of the Aldean Prince of my time,  

Gabriel Argadon. When Gabriel is born, he will become the Prince of Aldea, the 

Prince of the Royal Family of the entire Aldean race.” stated Ayden. 





Sakura stared at him, jaw agape. I didn’t realize that 
Ayden was part of the most powerful Royal Family of Aldea, being only second to the 
Empire of Draconia itself! When he hunted down Demons after the Holy War, he and his 
men were banished from the societies of the Carlkaveria Continent. I suppose, as a half-
breed, I somewhat understand how that feels like, Sakura thought as she looked down at 

her clawed hand. 






Ayden turned to Sakura and saw a tear in 
her eye. Figures as such. Sakura, compared to the twins, has lost so much. When she 
gave her life to the Lord, she lost her Mother, her closest friend, handmaiden and 
even someone she deeply loves. Yet, if she walks the straight path towards salvation, she 
can be saved and her heart will be at peace. The future is so different compared to this 
time though. In the future, her Shi’ado side is part of who she is, and she uses it to her 

advantage. God is in control of all things, and even Satan cannot act without God’s 

permission Ayden thought as he watched the blue sun begin to set.







Ayden stood next to the railing, and 

looked up at the dark blue sunset. Sakura stood next to him, and gingerly grasped his 

hand in hers. In one swift motion Ayden released her grip on him, turned around, and 
walked off.








Sakura watched him leave. 

Why won’t he give into his feelings? Why does he keep on doing this to me? I have 
feelings for him, yet he will not give into his feelings for me. Is it a sin to be in love? 

Sakura thought as she stifled back the tear that threatened to come out.
The End

